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MANIEL ESTR
I'rrnident of tiuai

BY WINGROVE BATHON.
Special Corre*penden«#» of The Star.
GUATEMALA CITY, Guatemala.

June 1. 191H.
THIS is an intimate word portrait.taken at his own luncheontable, of Manuel Estrada

Cabrera, president of Guatemala,who has been called the
greatest executive Central America
fcas ever known. It may be just as

well to set down at the beginning of
this record the statement that those
who ha\e read accounts of this man

gathered from his enemies by persons
who have never met him will be disappointedif they expect to road here
a confirmation of the stories that have
been- told about him. I met his enemiesand talked with them, off and
on. for ten days before 1 met him.
This article has nothing to do with

politics, the economic situation of
Guatemala, or the relation of its governmentto the other countries of CentralAmerica, the United States, or the
world in general. It is not even an interviewwith the President of Guatemala.although it will be necessary to
report some of the things he said he
was interested in as well as some of
the questions and answers passed.
Much less will this account endeavor

to sweepingly characterize Estrada
Cabrera as zood. bad or in between.
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Kistory will do that. But until the
tfrr.e comes for the permanent scroll
to be lettered, perhaps a useful pur*oaetrill be served If there are here
e down some details of a simple, unostentatiousgentleman, at ease in his
c n house

1* might be said that one who had
broken Estrada «'abrera'« bread and
e^'en his >«al? could not do otherwise
than speak fa^oraA»lv of him. On the

;'-i hand, it might also very part»)iar!y be point*-'' out that one mo
* ? e could remain silent if he

t *-

I u* there Ih nothing to h« silent
ak,out Hatrtrls «'abrera i« too big a
t m to remain silent about when one
has rh*- opportunity to paint a picture
exr.rtl, the <ontrary of others that
have oeen painted

*
* *

The < onsciertious. working newspaperreporter, trained to receive imp-esMion»and 10 leport facta, in whate,-»community hie endeavors may lie,
l.row* that one of the most difficult
;feat»jres of his daily tr»sk is to avoid
receiving impressions before he come*

into close contact with h's subject.
» wants details at first hand Neither
t * fulsome flattery of sjoophants nor

the ravings of the misunderstood and
disappointed get by "

irurni. ' i. » .1 r v\ r» fj.- J rr J *- II

v .'h a knowledge of international aff:is \\ bear witness to the fart that
a personal contact with a public man
0 .» foi'»'.i:n country completely dlspflvef statements that have been made
a -out such a man.
Thus, I was !.ot surprised r0 flnd "The

c, *Kagie." "The < »id Lion." "To* < »M
T. .e; ;tri'l "The CMd Hear." as Estrada
C *'»rcra has variously been called,
ri» »ther old. nor an eagle, rior a lion.
roi n tiger, nor a beer. He is about
tre mildest-mannered man. and one of
the plcasanteftt, to speak colloquially.
TMt has ever been my good fortune
X lunch vvith, and no small, intimate
nurty of four persons, including the

s;dent. was ever better entertained
» n at the lunch in which this article

1 cords
.'«* amused hlm-Mf and his guests by

t-.ling of his difficulties with his serv
*: and tome of his guests amused

v by anecdotes of public men of th*
'." ited States whom he admires At the

Here Capt She bourne G. Hopi..:.-of Washington anU Delphino San0

1
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ADA CABRERA,
tenia la Mince 1808.

chez I,a Tour, brother of the first sec
retary of the Guatemalan legation ii
Washington, as well as the presiden
and the writer.

* *

About 12 o'clock Mr. Sanchez La Tou
called at the hotel to Inform me o

the etiquette of the occasion, and, a:

one of the president's aids, to escor

us to the palace, a short walking dis
tance, which Capt. Hopkins, as an oh
friend of the president's, has traveler
many times. It was suggested that j

dark cutaway suit and a black ti<
would be in order, as the president ii
in half mourning.
The president himself, most precis'

as to details of dress, in view of th<
death of his wife and of his son, was ir
a black cutaway, with a white waist
mat a whit a tip and n n stirlcnin nr

rings, not even a watch chain in evidence.He has the sprawling, acquisitive,cool, firm, although small hand ol
the strong man, and a foot that s
dandy might envy.in buttoned patenl
leather.
Of medium height and weight, say

of one hundred and seventy pounds,
his laborious hours at the desk
have made him slightly bent over
His hair and mustache were once
coal black, that is evident, but
he is becoming slightly bald on the
top of his head and gray, and h,U

-

« .. '

. \

^
m ^

* ---i

mhTI!
MBKjm " wtKSkI

** "
A# *»

ha visiting military school a*

mustache. which is long, gnawed and
chewed, is almost wholly white
His eyes.whence came his sobriquet

of "the old eagle".are the most
striking feature of his personal appearance.He has an olive complexion,a satin skin, a head that leant
attentively toward a speaker, a gracefulcarriage and a trick of half gesturesand of a partly doubled up flst,
which give the impression of latent
force, reserve power, as one whr
might say. "I could go farther." H*
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THE PRESIDENT AT THE TE
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THE Personality

Touch With Is
Appearance.A Hui
Familiar With Even

opens doors and draws aside curtain
for his visitors, so that they may nc

brinp up the rear, hut at table th
servants serve the President of Guate
mala first.

*
* *

My visit lasted from about 12:30 t
about 3:30 o'clock. It was in th
private apartments of the president
residence, an old house which he ha
had remodeled and attached to th
palace. As he said, he acquired
eight or nine years ago, when it wa
the Germania Club, in order to obtai
private apartments large enough i
which to entertain Admiral Swinburn
and the officers of the United State
Pacific squadron, who were brough
by the president from San Jose, on th
Pacific coast, to Guatemala City, th
capital, on a visit of entertainmen
which is famous for its lavishness i
the history of the United States Navj
so anxious has Estrada Cabrera al
ways been, he told me, to be groo
friends with the people of the Unite

n %
t*

THE PALMS, COUNTRY HOMI

States. He has liked these apartment;
so much, he said, that he has retainer
them for his own living: quarters eve:
since.
i_*orgeous man omcers, in iuii-ares

uniform, directed us to a private en
trance, and here, without ostentatioi
or ceremony, a butler took our hat
and sticks and we found ourselves ii
a salon of the conventional order witl
gilded chairs and family portraits. Th<
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president came in, unannounced anr
alone. American cocktails and minera
waters were served as prellminar:
refreshments on a tray covered witl
loose rose leaves, and conversation be
gan.
The circumstances could not have beej

more wimple If three men had been ex
pected to lunch in any private hous*
of any gentleman In the United' Statew
One marveled at all the rot that hai
been printed and talked in foreigi
journalw about how it is necessary t<
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entral
of Manuel Estrada Cabn
tews of the World by
ge Map of Guatemala Se
/ Inch of His Country.
is pass through hedges of soldiers and b
>t devious winding: ways to reach Estrad
ie Cabrera.
i- *

* *

An incident had occurred which ha
made a great impression on the presi

e dent. He detailed it. He had been in
specting a school, and a boy with
Spanish-Indian name (elusive to th
Anglo-Saxon) had attracted his atten
tion by his ready answers. The presi
dent had asked him some questions an

n had been so struck by the youngster*
n replies that he had said to him, "Com
e and see me at the palace some time.
* He gave instructions when he returns
e home that if the boy ever asked fo
e him he was to be admitted, and the:
lt forgot all about him.
" Some time later the boy showed ur

and when the president saw him he in
d quired what he could do for him. Th
d youngster precociously replied that h

5 OF PRESIDENT OF C»CATENALA, Jl

s had called "to give myself the pleasure
i and honor of saluting: you in person."
r This, the president said, in view o

the fact that the youngster is only flv«
s years old, tickled his fancy, and. as th»

president phrased it, he "resolved t<
n pursue the adventure." Asked abou
s his father's station in life, the youne
n ster endeavored to avoid replying:, sayhing "That is not a proper subject foi
e polite company." from which it developedthat said father was a drunkardof the streets, and his mother.thf

president here said, as translated tc
me, "Let us draw the veil of charity."

It is probably not worth while to
pursue the story farther. This piece of
flotsam and Jetsam of the streets of
Guatemala, who also told the Presidentthat he had come to "consult
him as to what he had better do about
things at home, as there was nothing
there to eat." was provided for, his
"consultation" turning out to good purpose.It was theh uman note of the
story as Estrada Cabrera told it that
struck home, so evident was it that
the president had enjoyed the almost
unbelievably grown-up language of
the youngster.
No politics, either national or inter-

national, was discussed «t taoir. EstradaCabrera has no need of beine
informed by visitors from the I'nited
States of what is going on there, inasmuchas there is a wireless tower at
Guatemala City which reports, directly*and without relay, every wireless
news bulletin sent out by the big radio
tower at Arlington outside Washington
every night.

*
* *

This is supplementary to the news

service he receives by cable from all
over the world, and he devotes the
hour between 11 and 12 o'clock every

morning to reading these reports and
keeping himself in touch with the
world's events.
His entertainment at luncheon was

wholly of an informal, intimate character,and If the cares of state stalkedbehind his chair he was careful,
as a most anxious and concerned host,
to interpose what it is necessary to call
his undoubtedly big personality betweenhis guests and the shadow of
such cares.
The service at table was of a clockworkprecision, and there was never a

word uttered in regard to it. through
a meal of many courses, except upon
one occasion when a servant inadvertentlyremoved a fork needed by a

J visitor. Admiration was expressed for
1 the floral pieces on the long table, and
i while the loose rose leaves strewn
t across the tablecloth were being ad-mired, the subject of orchids, which
grow wild in the Jungles of Guatemala,

i came up.
The president remarked that he

ft would exhibit some orchids later. Ini.stantly a vase of magnificent speclftmens was set upon the table, without
i request and In silence. That he is
3 faithfully served was evident, although

CHOOL CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL.

Americ
ira, President of Guate
Wireless.His Working

it Up on a Race Track.E

y later he amused himself in the salon.

cream or hot milk or hot water, as is
the custom in Guatemala, and with
sugar in the filled cups before it was

. brought into the room, by declaring.
"I am sorry to say that it will be
necessary to drink this coffee the way
the kitchen has prepared it. Evidently
they think if it suits the kitchen it will
have to suit us."

® *
* *

The luncheon, *so far as its substandtials were concerned, was a combinastion of European and Guatemaltecan
e cookery and edibles. It was served on
"

a service of luster ware, with the inditials "M. E. C." in a monogram.a
r service that looked like and was as

a beautiful as mother of pearl. The luncheonroom was a long room with the
>, sunlight coming in from a skylight, its
- walls adorned with paintings of fruit
e pieces, fish, game and so on. The floor
e was of cool tiles. The servants were

L:5T OUTSIDE GUATEMALA CITY.

k in mhita rl.w.b- nnlrnrme Kls>.<e/v« K ..

toning close around the neck in a miliftary fashion. They wore felt-soled
s slippers.

There were ten courses, an individ>
t
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Also the swift, a lizard so-called hecauseit is quick to gret away, and the
spotted salamander frequent this part
of the country. Of course, the frogs
and toads are well known. Their everinterestinglife history may be watched
at this season in its varying stages.
Tadpoles are devloping into toads and
frogs by the bucketful, and this metamorphosis,one of nature's queerest, is

A GARDK

worthy of Interest. First, the eggs are
in a jellylike mass and at the tenth
day they turn into pollywogs. Then
their tails are in a continuous wiggle and
they develop into young toads within
twenty-four hours. When the tadpole

^3Pi^r^SgsPs *:V.fe.

THE BOX TORTOISE,

begins to turn into a frog or toad the 2
hind legs first appear, then the front 1
ien» »nooi oui perieciiy iormw, inougn
they have been concealed beneath a
membrane, and the tail becomes mysteriouslyshorter. The eyes become large
and elevated, the mouth increases in rsize. Then they are full-fledged adult
animals. '

* t
*

Washington flsh life is varied. We ^
have fresh water flsh exclusively, t
though shad and herring from the salt t
come as far as Little Falls to spawn. r
The game flsh most widely known g
among anglers.eminently an American T
flsh.is the black bass. This is Wash- r
ington's champion. It was planted in r
the waters of the Potomac as early a« a
1853 and has done well ever since.
There are two varieties, the large and h
small mouthed, which seldom occurs u

:a's Gn
mala.He Keeps in
Hours.His Personal
iducation His Hobby.

ual menu having been written out and
placed at each plate. Sherry, as well
as a wine which looked like a sauterne.and champagne were served in
addition to mineral waters. The first
course was an oyster soup, creamed:
then came, in the Russian style, served
separately, macaroni; then a flsh from
m*j uuasi. wun an egg sauce;
then chicken, with small peas; then &
fllet of beef, with mushrooms; then a
patty, of which the delicacy hut not
the name remains; then, again in the
Russian style, served separately, asparagus.
Following these were three desserts,

served separately. First, an enormous
dish of fruit was passed. It contained
fresh mangoes, papayas, bananas and
other native growths. A pudding,
something like a cabinet pudding with
a wine sauce, followed. The last
course was a pineapple ice.

It developed that the president goes
to his desk at 7 o'clock in the morningand is in his offices every day until
11 o'clock at night, with an hour off
for luncheon and another hour off for
dinner, except when he has visitors
who have come long distances. He
has four or five secretaries, and answersevery letter, however apparently
trivial, addressed to him.
The chief of these secretaries is Gen.

Jose M. Letona. the president's most
trusted friend and confidant. Another
of his aids and secretaries is Delphino
Sanchez la Tour.« All of them, includingthe president, speak the language
of "the tribe," as it is known in the
United States.the colloquialisms, the
slang of the day of the sophisticated
man.

* *

The president apparently was pleased
to learn of a new one during the
luncheon.the characterization of waterpowers for electrical energy as

"white coal," as it is called among en- T]
gineers in the United States. He

spoke of Guatemala's tremendous resourcesin waterfalls and swiftly mov- cc

ing streams or. rather, assented, when
his attention was called to them, remarkingthat Guatemala has sufficient ai
energy in her waters to harness for
electrical purposes to take the place
of billions of tons of coal.
He is highly familiar with every

inch of Guatemala, and has had con- \0
structed recently at the race course

in Guatemala City a physical map of
the country on a tremendous scale <r

which shows every mountain, every hi
city, every hamlet, every river and _j
every lake and waterfall as well as

the oceans on both sides. tr

It is of cement, and water is pumped
or forced to the top of the mountains. m
thence to run down, in actual, flowing
rivers and waterfalls and through min- 01

iatures of Guatemala's lakes to the w

oceans. in
It tells the school children who go H

there to see it in operation more about ai

geography in half an hour than they bi
get from books in a whole session, the b]
president believes. pi
Education is one of his hobbies, th

These and other affairs which keep him h<
and his secretaries busy from early in ai

the morning until late at night were
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>F COMMON AND
undfr eight inches long. In addition su
are. the catfish, kili fish, better known cit
as minnows; perch. pickerel, brook sp
trout, white and yellow varieties: sun- ar

fish, dace and shiners. The common eel th
is also prolific in the Potomac. m<

To mention the District insects in lir
complete form would be to accomplish
the impossible. Members new to science ca

are always being found, and of the th
300,000 insects of the world only 30,000 ar

have been described. But the size of cl<
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this order of animal life is not its most ne
interesting property. The variations co
of habit of insects, some of their queer wi
life histories, their intelligence, re- so:
marakahle adaptation to environment be
and their extraordinary social organi- Ev
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satons give them a prominence which out
nere size can never claim. the
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In Washington, and such, most com- 0f
non insects as bees, wasps, ants and wfti
lies. Some insects are so much like he
wigs and leaves that they are called one

'walking sticks'' and "leaf insects." jea,
rhese are seen in the city as well as a|j
he country. It is interesting to know js s

hat the crickets and katydids, the for
nost musical of the insects, are initrumentali8tsand not vocalists. Their hut
tings are veined in such a way as to li111
roduce chirping sounds when they are 0,J"
uhbed together. The musical powers ma,
re confined to the male sex. thii
Since butterfly and moth catching rigl

.as become such a lucrative business wot
n the Pacific coast, the idea might be of
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HE PRESIDENT REVIEWING TR(
GRO

mmenUd upon by Mr. Sanchez la
Dur during the luncheon. He likes to
it away for a little polo with some
the Englishmen in Guatemala, now

id then.
*

* #

Estrada Cabrera is evidently greatly
ved by those who surround him. Purigthe luncheon he told of an Indian
lative Guatemalteco) who had served
im as a personal body servant. The
resident said, as Mr. Sanchez la Tour
anslated for me:

"He was a very good, a very faithful
an, but it was hard to keep him in
rder. He didn't object to wearing a

hite duck suit, but he insisted on goigaround the palace in his bare feet,
e could not and would not wear shoes.
rid he insisted on packing around a

ig revolver, sticking out under his
louse. He said he believed in 'ore-
aredness,' so you see we know some»ingof that subject, right here at
)me. He said he wasn't going to let
ly other jealous Indian 'get' him.
"He always knew, Indian though he is,

EA1E FAUNA
ggested to Washingtonians, for the
ty has a collection of very beautiful
ecimens. The swallowtail and monchare exquisite butterflies, while
e scecropia and luna moths are al*
jst indescribable in their soft lovejess.
Other common butterflies are the
bbage. little flitting and greenish;
e milkweed, usally seen hovering
ound this flower, and the morning
>ak. The skipper, sphinx, emperor

IREAT RUSH 01
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iwibn juic^vic
»ei«I Correspondent of The Star.

LONDON, tJune 10. 1910.
UPID and Mars have always gone
hand in hand, and the present

^ war, as far at least as England
concerned, has proved no exception
the rule. At the beginning of the war,

ler. hundreds of thousands of young
?n were volunteering, the marriage
te went up with a bound. Couples
10 had been engaged for years and
>re waiting for the time when their
iterial circumstances would justify
e taking on of new responsibilities
cided to marry before the men went
war, and thousands of love matches
>re thus completed,
roday Cupid is trotting along with
e hand in that of Mars and the other
Id by Commerce. The coming of conniptionfor all has led to another
Dp of marriages from more sordid
>tives, for the men with little busisseswho expect to b£ called to the
lors at once are taking to themselves
ves in order that they may have
me one whom they can trust to leave
hind in charge of these businesses,
erywhere in the little newsvenders*
ops. sweet shops and small groceries
d tobacco shops one sees new faces,
a faces of young and capable looking
men who are busy learning the myfilesof commerce under the tutelage
the men who formerly ran the busisses.
rhe problem of the man with the
' man shop is indeed a hard one and
re are many thousands of such men
the great towns of England. In
linary times they make a fairly corntableliving by exceedingly hard
rk. Most of them are on dutv for
teen or seventeen hours a day and
seven days a week. The only aslancethey employ is a boy to deliver

lers and they seldom leave the shop
m one weelf end to the other. Their
als are taken in the little parlor bed.and where they are single or
lowers they are now faced with the
lger of seeing: the business which
y have Riven years to tuild up swept
ay when they are called to the colTosell out is practically imposle,for all the possible purchasers
also called up for military service.

I to And a reliable substitute, who
be trusted not to "collar" the busi-

8 for himself, is almost as difficult,
s obvious solution is to take a partandthe obvious partner is a wife.

4c
4c *

little man who runs a newspaper
tobacco shop and has worked withassistanceheretofore astonished
writer the other day by introducing '

rood-looking young woman as his <

e. "I am going (the>- always speak
it as "going" and every one knows
at they mean) in a couple of weeks."
said, "and I simply had to get some

to look after the business. Couldn't ^
re it to go to ruin, you know, after c
the years 1 have put into it. and it
fonH littln hn«ln»ss a fin* livinir c

one and quite good enough for r
i." This was said half Jokingly and I
young woman smiled and nodded, v
after she had gone back into the

If parlor the man said more seri- 1
ly:
don't suppose I would have got

ried for years if it hadn't been for v

conscription law. The wife is all h
it. but I liked my freedom and
lid have stuck to it. I couldn't think P
somebody else grabbing the busi- v
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)OPS OY THE MILITARY PARADE
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the most complete and minute details
of what costume to lay out for me.did
it very well. But he got so much of a
swelled head after he had waited on me
for a while that he began to consider
himself a sort of royal valet de
chambre. He wouldn't obey any orders
from any one else except me, and so. as
we can't have barefooted Indians scandalizingthe housekeepers, and can't
have them packing big guns around,
frightening people to death and stirringup things generally, I had to tell
him where he got off."
This is Estrada Cabrera, in his home.

There are other stories to tell about
him. his capital, his country and his
relations with other governments. But
this is the human side.the man as he
showed himself, at this luncheon.
One could write almost another articleof this length on what he has done

for Guatemala, as any observant newspaperman can pick it up in the streets,
especially in connection with his charities.such as the magnificent new MaternityHospital he has had erected in
honor of his mother, the Hospital for
Convalescents, soon to be inaugurated,
and other philanthropic works. But I
found out nothing about them at this
luncheon.

OF DISTRICT. |
and corn moths ar© perhaps best
known of all the nocturnal creatures.
This nearly completes the list of

Washington fauna. Of course, the
crawfish might be mentioned, for they
are found in the swamp ravines And
it might be said that an occasional red
fox wanders into the District preserves.It is really not necessary to
go to the Zoo to see wonderful antmale,for they are living almost in
your own back yard.

? WEDDINGS
: FOR THE ARMY
ness, so i just took the plunge, and
now I can go away with an easy mind.
If I am killed the wife is no worse off
than she was. and if I come back I will
find a good ousiness waiting for me."
Almost precisely the same tale was

told by a green grocer. He had always
driven his own cart before, but this
time he was sitting beside a buxom
country girl, who handled the reins
and who jumped down with him and
came round to the kitchen door.

"I am going next week." he said, "so
I have got a wife to look after the
business when I am gone. She was
brought up in the country and she
knows all about vegetables and
horses."

In reply to questions he told practicallythe same story as the little news
agent. He had built up his own businessand didn't want to see it grabbed
by some older man. so he sent to his
home village and found a girl whom he
had known for years and was willing
to become his partner in the double
sense.
Inquiries from parsons all over Londonshow that they have had a rush

of marriages in the last week or two
which is greater than anything they
have known since the beginning of the
war. and that most of the bridegrooms
are small business men. so it is fair to
assume that the two cases mentioned
are typical of the lot.
There is no reason why the marriages

should not turn out well, for in this
class in England both the men and
women are endowed with a large fund
of common sense. The men. too. have
found a solution of one of the most
difficult problems of the war. Men are
needed and the state is not disposed to
consider the claims of the little man to
nreserve his business A concession has
just been made to the men who own
small businesses which they work
themselves and which are the means of
support of at least three persons. They
are to be treated with special considerationby the exemption tribunals
in rases where it is shown that they
cannot obtain satisfactory substitutes,
but this does not meet the case of the
men who are marrying now.the singlemen who made a good living and
called no man master.

A Kindhearted World.
CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW talked about

old age on his eighty-second birthdayto a New York reporter.
"The world is very kind to the aged

fie said "It spares them all allusion to
their years. Let me tell you. by the wav.
that it is as painful to a man when h*
Tears himself called old for the thousandthtime as it was to him the fl:
:ime.
"A boy once asked me
" "What do people mean. sir. when they

,tt_i a mail 10 (11 UIC \Jl 1I11C *Jl U1C i
" 'They mean, my lad.' 1 answered, 'to

spare the old fellow's feelings.' "

At the Top.
A POLITICIAN was talking at a din

ner in New York about the Ameri:anbusiness man.
"It is his hard and endless work," he
aid, "which puts the American busitessman at the very top of the tree,
le doesn't know the meaning of the
vord leisure.
"A little boy said to his father, a milionairebusiness man:
" 'Pa, what's leisure?'
"The father looked up from the enelopeon which he was figuring with
is gold fountain pen and ansmered
" 'Leisure, my son. is spare time that.Tovldence affords us for cleaning uparious jobs of unfinished work.' "

I I


